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Newsletter #154: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy Friday! I’m not sure about your communities but my town of Oak Park is starting 
to slowly open its doors again with social distancing measures in place of course. After 
two months at home I have to admit it is a strange phenomena to me, the idea of going 
into a store. The world will be different though than what we are really used to. For me 
personally I will likely not be doing a ton of traveling for some time. I have heard 
various opinions from friends of mine, some in the medical community, others not. 
There is no easy answer and no right way. I think we all have to determine what is best 
for our personal situations. As a board member of the ANA I have been faced with some 
difficult decisions regarding the World’s Fair of Money in August. Our committee is 
having a meeting next week to discuss if given the green light we want to have the trade 
show. I’m still not sure if having the show is the right thing to do for me. While I worry 
for the prosperity and longevity of my business and some of my friends, I also know 
that we need to separate out the emotional part of it from the reality. What I know for 
certain is that trade shows and live auctions will happen again. It just may take some 
time. Be safe everyone and remember that buying a coin and participating in an auction 
is still an easy thing. 


Set a Zoom appointment with Shanna Schmidt 

I offer Zoom sessions to discuss upcoming auctions, look together with you at high 
resolution photographs and determine bidding levels. I also will happily look at 
anything in my inventory with you. Just email me at shanna@ shannaschmidt.com to 
set up an appointment. 
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Now for what's coming up! 


Goldberg Auction 116 (2-3 June) 

Normally in conjunction with the Long Beach coin show, Goldberg will host their 116th 
auction. Long Beach is cancelled and with the COVID-19 pandemic the auction will be 
online only. This auction has 194 ancient coins on the first day. World coinage follows 
right after ancients. There are a few interesting lots to note. Lot 807 is a signed 
Euainetos dekadrachm with a NFA pedigree back to 1993. The coin doesn’t have horrible 
die rust on the obverse and the price is (at least right now) reasonable. There is a very 
pretty year two shekel (lot 886) and a few nice Abu Jara large bronzes (889 and 890). 
Lots 1136-1273 is a huge section of Judaica gold metals. This is probably the most 
interesting section in my opinion of the auction. Check out lots 1150 and 1151 which is a 
gold medal by Marc Chagall (1978). Lot 1201 is a set of 12 medals by Salvador Dali in 
which he artistically shows the twelve tribes of Israel. Lot 1227 is a gold medal from 
1997 of Modigliani’s painting “Jeanne Hebuterne” on the obverse and the artist's name 
on the other side in Hebrew alongside his famous “Head” sculpture. The medals show 
some of the most influential and important Jewish people over time. Please get in touch 
if you need help with this auction. 


DNW Auction 179 (3 June) 

While I find the coins a bit hard to judge from the photos, DNW has a collection of 
Roman Republic and Empire coins from the Antony Scammell collection. There are 202 
coins from his collection being auctioned. It is worth a look through if you need to fill 
any holes. I’ve bid online through the DNW platform and it is easy to do. 


CNG E-Sale 469 (3 June) 
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There are 705 lots in this upcoming sale. Greek and Roman imperial coinage make up 
the largest portions of the auction. There are few collections in this auction: 202 Roman 
coins from the John Cowan collection. Lot 235 is the highly popular Cleopatra/Mark 
Antony tetradrachm from Seleucus and Pieria at an extremely low starting price. 
Doubtful it will go as low as it is right now ($1,600 versus the $1,500 estimate) but 
worth checking out. Mr. Cowan appears to have bought from roughly 2004-2015 and 
largely from well known dealers like Pegasi, Harlan J. Berk, CNG among others. He 
focused on Roman provincial (even buying from the now deceased Michel Prieur’s CGB 
in France) and Roman imperatorial (he has a large selection of Julius Caesar at 
reasonable prices). The other “collection” is a small group of 19 coins from the David 
Fleischmann collection. This consists of world coinage. I typically participate in the CNG 
sales so get in touch if you need assistance. 


Updates to Shows and Auctions 


Nomos Auction 20 (10 July) 

Nomos has posted their 20th live auction sale online now. There are 476 lots in this 
auction of ancient and world coins. There are some highly impressive pieces so this 
auction is worth a look. I will be bidding in this sale so get in touch soon if you are 
interested. 

As an aside: I’ve always enjoyed and appreciated the brevity of the Nomos auctions. 
There are enough coins to make a sale worthwhile but not too many to overwhelm. I 
would like to see smaller, better curated sales from some of my auction friends. While I 
appreciate that huge sales can be impressive they are not always the smartest way to 
auction collections. Dealers and collectors get overwhelmed. 


NAC 

There is no new update yet on the NAC live auction that was cancelled in May. 


Summer FUN show cancelled 

The FUN show has been cancelled that was scheduled for July 9-11. 


ANA WFOM in Pittsburgh (August 2020) 

We should know about the status of the ANA WFOM by June 15 .1 will be posting an 
update here by then. 


Coin of the Week 

NORMAN. William I 'the Conqueror'. 1066-1087 AD. London mint, Struck c.1080-1083 
AD 

AR Penny, l.l2g (19mm, lh). +PILLELM REX, crowned bust right, holding scepter / + 
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EEDPI ON LIINDN, cross pattee, with annulet at center and voided trefoil in each 
quarter. 

Pedigree: From the Richard A. Jourdan Collection of Medieval European Coins. Ex Triton 
XXII (8 January 2019), lot 1397; G. W. Trow Collection (Triton XX, 9 January 2017), lot 1553 ; 
Nomos FPL (Winter/Spring 2012), no. 10 5 ; Dr. Andrew Wayne Collection. 

References: Cf. Grierson, Coins of Medieval Europe 146 (for different type); SCBI11 
(Stockholm), 53 (same obv. die); BMC 464 var. (rev. legend); North 847; SCBC1256 

Grade: Beautifully toned. Near EF. Pleasing portrait. Rare. 

Price: $5,500 

WC1083 
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Buy Coin 


William I changed the course of English history when he and his troops conquered 
England in 1066 after the death of his relative, the childless Edward the Confessor. 
Edward’s death sparked a dynastic crisis and the eventual Norman Conquest of England. 
William overtook England with expediency and military prowess when he crossed over 
from the European mainland to England. He didn’t kill off the political competition as 
some of his predecessors did, but rather engaged in a series of debt collection that 
forced many to lose their property. William is also responsible for the Norman practice 
of building castles of which he did all over England. Most notably, he built the Tower of 
London. In his old age William grew quite large and when he finally died in 1087 he 
barely fit in his casket. The problem was exacerbated by the undertakers at the church 
attempting to push his large frame completely in by pushing on his chest. The 
horrifying result was that his body literally exploded. The repugnant smell emanating 
from the casket during his service was certainly a sad remembrance of such a historic 
man. 

https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/norman-william-i-the-conqueror-lo66- 

l087-ad-london-mint-struck-cl080-l083-ad?rq=wcl083 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 
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